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ORGANIC GROWING WORKSHEET

Go to the polytunnel and then through the MOLE-HOLE (slowly enough to really look at the displays inside). This will bring you to the start of the garden.

The biggest problems gardeners have to deal with is trying to control the weeds and pests which eat the plants, and feeding the soil.

What micro-organisms do you see displayed in the molehole and at what magnification? 

What useful jobs do these creatures do?

What happens to these creatures when pesticides are used?

What do the words ‘organic growing’ mean to you?

Give an example of a food chain, starting with a plant and ending with a mammal.

Have a look at the PEST CONTROL display.

What predators are useful to a gardener? (not just the ones we show here)

Have a look at the COMPOST BINS in the display. Choose one and make notes and sketches so that you could make one at home or school.

All the things in the compost bins will rot. Lots of different organic material is being made into compost. Make a list of at least six different types of things you can recycle into compost.

When people do not have compost bins what happens to these things? Where do they end up?

What are the advantages of putting all this organic material into compost heaps?

At CAT we compost our sewage but we keep it separate from the other compost and we never put it on the lettuces. Why do you think that is?

What usually happens to sewage in Britain? Where does it end up?

On these few acres at CAT there is a huge variety of species of insects, birds, small mammals and plants. Why do you think there is so much biodiversity here?

What are the dangers for the future if we carry on chemical farming?

What would the advantages be in growing some food organically in your back garden?

In The Whole Home display “Garden flows” shows how a garden could be used for different functions. What different uses can you see?

How could you redesign your garden to produce food, encourage wildlife and be a pleasant place to relax?

